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Why do we classify?

Swine Breed Characteristics

Berkshire 

Chester White

Duroc

Hampshire

Hereford

Landrace

Poland China

Spotted

Tamworth

Yorkshire

Crossbred Division

Breeding Cattle Classification

Market Steer Breed/Color Characteristics

British Division

Angus

Hereford

Polled Hereford

Red Angus

Shorthorn

Other Divisions 

Breeding Sheep Characteristics 

Dorper Breeding Ewe

Market Lamb Breed/Color Characteristics

Dorper Market Lamb Characteristics

Southdown Breed Characteristics

Other Divisions Characteristics 

Classification Glossary



The understood purpose of a livestock show is to 

compare animals to determine the “best” or 

Grand Champion of the show. The first part of the 

process of determining the Grand Champion is to 

categorize animals into divisions by weight, color 

or breeds.  While determining the weight of an 

animal is straightforward, the criteria for 

determining whether an animal has the 

appropriate coloring or breed characteristics can 

sometimes be more difficult. 

To assist in this effort, the process of classification 

helps show management to ensure that animals 

are placed in appropriate classes (based on pre-

established coloring guidelines or breed 

characteristics) and that the judging process runs 

smoothly and that that animals are judged against 

their peers.  By so doing, the judging process is 

more objective and allows for meaningful 

comparison of animals.
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For all registered swine, exhibitors are required to be in possession of official registration paperwork.  Breed classification will 

be determined by official registration papers.  However, animals may be classed out by Breed Association staff present.  Swine 

that are classed out will be moved to the Crossbred Division.























C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S

Crossbred
Division

• Exhibitors may enter the Crossbred Division at the time of entry. Swine entered in a recognized purebred 

division may also be reclassified into the Crossbred Division in accordance with the breed verification process.
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For all registered cattle, exhibitors are required to be in possession of official registration paperwork.  Breed classification will be 

determined by official registration papers.  

For information on specific breed characteristics, exhibitors are to refer to the respective breed association websites.
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Breeding CaleBreeding Cale
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For all Market Steers (other than those in the AOC division), a committee of three people will evaluate each animal.  Each 

member of the committee will have a ‘yes’ and ‘no’ coin and will independently place their coin in a bucket indicating whether 

the animal presented meets the breed or color standards posted in the Arizona National Breed Characteristics handbook.  If the 

majority of the coins are ‘yes’, the animal will classify as entered.  If two or more of the coins are ‘no’, the animal will be 

reclassified AOC.  The decision of the classifying committee is final and cannot be protested. 16
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SLICK DIVISION 

About the Division

• All breeds, all colors. Open to steers with body hair no 

longer than 1/4"
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CharacteristicsCharacteristics

Breeding SheepBreeding Sheep
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For all registered breeding sheep, exhibitors are required to be in possession of official registration paperwork.  Breed 

classification will be determined by official registration papers.  

For information on specific breed characteristics, exhibitors are to refer to the respective breed association websites.
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Dorper 

C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S

Breeding Ewe

Dorpers and White Dorpers follow the ADSBS Breed Classification Standards and are judged on the same standard and differ only in 

color, so they are shown together. Breeding ewe entry eligibility, including ADSBS registration and breed percentage, is covered 

below.

The Breeding Dorper Division is open to only Fullblood/Purebred animals as designated on the registration paperwork.  The criteria 

below are the ADSBS Breed Standard and describe what the judge is looking for. Judges will use their discretion and may place ewes 

with questionable breed characteristics toward the bottom of the class. Other registered Dorper Breeding Ewes not meeting the 

Fullblood/Purebred designation will show in the All Other Registered Meat Breeds Division.

Color is evaluated using a cut-off line that runs from the point of the hock along the underside of the animal to below the knee, with 

the underline continuing up the reproductive parts. 

Acceptable Breed Characteristics 

• Color, Dorper: a white sheep with a black head and 

neck, with a limited number of spots on the body and 

legs and darker dappling on pink skin.

• Color, White Dorper: an all-white sheep. Color may 

appear on the hooves.

• Required pigment present. Dorper: on the anus, 

reproductive organs, and hooves. White Dorper: on the 

eyelids, under the tail, and on the reproductive organs.

• Well defined feminine features, with a sound udder 

carrying two teats and sound reproductive organs.

General Breed Classification Traits

• These traits apply to breeding ewes.

• Long, deep, wide body with well sprung ribs and 

excellent muscling.

• At least one third hair, primarily on the belly, forearm, 

and britch.

• 100 percent hair below the knees and hocks.

• 100 percent hair forward of the poll.

• Moderate size ear with no wool covering.

• Strong and bold head with a deep jaw.

• Polled, or small horns or scurs.

Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of 

a purebred Dorper.

Discriminatory Breed Characteristics 

Weighed against a ewe in placing.

• Heavy horns or a dewlap under the jaw.

• Excessive brown or white hair around the eyes or on the 

face.

• Extremely large size for the animal's age under the same 

conditions.

• Too much localized fat, especially on the brisket, flank, 

or dock.

• Coarse hair, long or dense wool, or a coarse hairy mane.

Serious Faults 

The breed standard treats these as cull faults. 

Judges will be asked to place ewes with 

questionable breed characteristics toward the

bottom of the class.

• A sheep that is predominately black, a Dorper that is 

totally white, or a White Dorper carrying any color other 

than white in its covering.

• Missing pigment where it is required, or blue in one or 

both eyes.

• Overshot or undershot jaw.

• Weak pasterns, unsound feet, or faulty hock structure.

• Bull shoulders that restrict front-leg movement, or lack 

of brisket development.

• Any udder abnormality or mass, fewer or more than 

two teats, or prolapse of the anus or vagina.
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For all Market Lambs, (other than those in Black Face/Medium Wool division), a committee of three people will evaluate each 

animal. Each member of the committee will have a ‘yes’ and ‘no’ coin and will independently place their coin in a bucket indicating 

whether the animal presented meets the breed or color standards posted in the Arizona National Breed Characteristics 

handbook. If the majority of the coins are ‘yes’, the animal will classify as entered. If two or more of the coins are ‘no’, the animal 

will be reclassified Black Faced/Medium Wool. The decision of the classifying committee is final and cannot be protested. 26



Dorper 

C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S

Market Lamb

Market lambs follow the ADSBS Market Lamb Classification Standards. Dorpers and White Dorpers are judged on the same standard 

and differ only in color, so they are shown together.

General Breed Classification Traits

• Must be a Dorper, a White Dorper, or a cross of the two breeds.

• Long, deep, wide body with well sprung ribs and excellent muscling.

• At least one third hair, primarily on the belly, forearm, and britch.

• 100 percent hair below the knees and hocks.

• 100 percent hair forward of the poll.

• Moderate size ear with no wool covering.

• Head strong and bold with a deep jaw.

• Polled, or small horns or scurs.

Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of a 

purebred Dorper.

Discriminatory Breed Characteristics 

Weighed against a lamb in placing. These do not 

by themselves reclassify it.

• Tall, leggy, shallow, or narrow-bodied lambs.

• Dark fibered spots on the body and underline behind the heart 
girth, up to a cumulative total of 4 square inches, about the 
diameter of a softball.

• A white sheep with brown or red speckles in the covering, confined 
to the head and neck.

• Excessive wool covering more than two thirds of the body (belly, 
forearm, and britch), including wool around the hindquarters, the tail, 
and down the back of the hind legs.

• Wool forward of the poll.

• Heavy horns.

• Long, pendulous ears.

• Long, narrow muzzle.

Acceptable Breed Characteristics 

• Color: Dorper, a white sheep with black limited to 

the head, neck, and forequarters, not extending 

below the knee to the dewclaw or behind the 

heart girth. White Dorper, a white sheep.

• Spots or speckled pigment in the skin, only when 

shorn.

• Black spots above the hoof line and below the 

dewclaw.

Serious Faults

Will result in reclassification to Black 

Face / Medium Wool beginning in 2027.

• All wool, or very little evidence of hair on the 

belly, forearm, or britch.

• Wool below the knees or hocks.

• Wool on the ears.

• Black fibered spots on the body and underline 

behind the heart girth exceeding a cumulative 

total of 4 square inches, about the diameter of a 

softball.

• Speckling or spots from the knee to the dewclaw, 

or from the hock to the dewclaw.

• Tri-colored sheep.

• Solid brown, red, or rust colored head.

• Strong breed characteristics of breeds other than 

Dorper or White Dorper.

• Head or ear shape not typical of the Dorper or 

White Dorper breed.

• Steep hip, or a tendency to show the callipyge 

gene.
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Market Lambs will be classified using the ADSBS Market Lamb Classification Standards: in 2026, the judge will use his discretion to 

place lambs that have questionable characteristics towards the bottom of the class.  In 2027 (and beyond), lambs outside the breed 

standards will be reclassified to the Black Face / Medium Wool division.
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